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Chapter 4: Circulation Element

Bicycle Transportation Plan

In addition to the bikeway improvements already made by the City, the 2002 Tulare County
Association of Governments (TCAG) Bicycle Transportation Plan identifies 110.5 miles of
existing and proposed bikeways in the Porterville area. These improvements are intended to
complete a regional network. This plan is currently being updated.

Table 4-9: Proposed TCAG Projects in Porterville Area

Name/Classification From To Miles
Class |

Tule River Bike Path Road 224 Success Lake 10
San Joaquin Valley Railroad Bike Path Porterville Lindsay 105
Main Street Bike Path North City Limit Avenue 128 6.5
Class Il or I

SR 65/Road 196 Avenue 344 Teapot Dome Ave. 45
Porterville to Springville (Ave. 144, SR 190) State Route 65 Springville 16.5
Class Il

Newcomb Street Linda Vista Avenue 144 5
Jaye Street Olive Avenue Avenue 144 5
Plano Street Success Dr. Avenue 136 2
Morton Avenue Westwood St. Conner Street 48
Success Drive Plano Street Page Street 2
Yates Ave.-Worth Ave Main Street Blue Heron 3.2
Total Miles 110.5

Source: TCAG Bicycle Transportation Plan, 2002.

As part of the proposed street standards, the bikeway network will be expanded as new
arterial and collector streets are built. New streets will support approximately 75 miles of new
Class II or III bikeways. The proposed General Plan Land Use Diagram also illustrates the
expansion of the Tule River Parkway and Rail-to-Trails bikeway projects, as well as a new
trail along the Friant-Kern Canal. These trails add approximately 25 miles of Class I bikeways
to the network. Key upgrades within the existing built areas will be identified and prioritized
to link schools, parks, trails, and other recreation areas.

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

The pedestrian circulation system in Porterville is mainly comprised of sidewalks. Currently,
the street environment is mostly auto-oriented with wide roadways and discontinuous
sidewalks. In some areas, there are no existing sidewalks or they have fallen into disrepair.

While sidewalk capacity is not generally an issue, all areas should be designed to a scale that
accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists (in areas where bikeways are unavailable).
Improvements in areas within the City that currently have undersized, damaged or no
pedestrian facilities should be made a priority so that the pedestrian system will be better
connected. The new neighborhood centers should also be designed to be “pedestrian friendly.”
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In these areas, wider sidewalks should be considered to accommodate increased flows and to
give preferential treatment to pedestrians. Pedestrian-friendly facilities should also be provided
near transit stops and adjacent to medium and higher density residential areas.

GUIDING POLICIES

C-G-9 Promote the use of bicycles to alleviate vebicle traffic and improve public
health.
C-G-10 Promote pedestrian activity.

IMPLEMENTING POLICIES

C-1-17 Establish bicycle lanes, bike routes and bike paths consistent with the General
Plan.
C-1-18 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to require bicycle facilities at large commercial

and industrial employer sites.

C-1I-19 Increase bicycle safety by:
e Sweeping and repairing bicycle lanes and paths on a regular basis;

e Ensuring that bikeways are delineated and signed in accordance with
Caltrans’ standards, and lighting is provided, where needed;

e Providing bicycle paths or lanes on bridges and overpasses;

e Ensuring that all new and improved streets have bicycle-safe drainage
grates and are free of hazards such as uneven pavement and gravel;

e DProvide adequate signage and markings warning vehicular traffic of the
existence of merging or crossing bicycle traffic where bike routes and paths
make transitions into or across roadways; and

e  Work with the school districts to promote classes on bicycle safety in the
schools.

C-1-20 Give bikes equal treatment in terms of provisions for safety and comfort on
arterials and collectors as motor vehicles.

C-1-21 Develop a series of continuous walkways within new office parks, commercial
districts, and residential neighborhoods so they connect to one another.

C-1-22 Provide for pedestrian-friendly zones in conjunction with the development,
redevelopment, and design of mixed-use neighborhood core areas, the
Downtown area, schools, parks, and other high use areas by:

e Providing intersection “bump outs” to reduce walking distances across
streets in the Downtown and other high use areas;

e Providing pedestrian facilities at all signalized intersections;
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e Providing sidewalks of adequate width to encourage pedestrian use; and
e Constructing adequately lit and safe access through subdivision sites.
C-I1-23 Establish specific standards for pedestrian facilities to be accessible to

physically disabled persons, and ensure that roadway improvement projects
address mobility or accessibility for bicyclists or pedestrians.

C-1-24 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to include standards for pedestrian circulation in

all new development, including patterned concrete sidewalks, pedestrian-scale
lighting and tree canopy shading for walkways.

4.7 PARKING

Parking decisions affect land use and development patterns, as well as travel behavior. The
placement and type of parking must accommodate the needs of businesses, pedestrians,
motorists, and residents, while not overwhelming the urban design.

Parking regulations can help to provide accessible, attractive, secured parking facilities as well
as manage supply. New ideas about parking include shared parking, multi-use parking lots,
and the use of pervious surfaces with water runoff filtering systems and the use of solar panels
to provide shade as well as energy production.

DOWNTOWN PARKING

According to the 2001 Downtown Parking Management and Implementation Study,
downtown Porterville supply consists of 11 public lots with a total capacity of 839 spaces;
numerous private lots totaling 1,429 spaces; and 974 public “on street” parking spaces. This
study concluded that the parking supply downtown adequately serves the existing and
anticipated future demand. However, the study recommended that the City be proactive in
acquiring additional identified locations and developing municipal lots in order to regulate the
future supply of parking as vacant lots or existing parking facilities are developed or
converted.

GUIDING POLICY

C-G-11 Foster practical parking solutions.

IMPLEMENTING POLICIES

C-1-25 Ensure that downtown commercial businesses have adequate parking facilities;
consider the need to construct new parking structures for public convenience

and to promote economic development.

C-1-26 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow shared parking for mixed-uses where
peak parking demands do not overlap.

C-1-27 Amend the City’s Parking Design Standards to promote multiple benefits,
including shared parking for mixed-use projects, passive solar on parking
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structures to generate energy for parking lot lighting, and pervious parking
paving to improve groundwater recharge.

4.8 TRUCK ROUTES

In addition to moving people, the roadway system in Porterville carries a substantial number
of trucks moving goods. Existing, designated truck routes within the Planning Area are shown
on Figure 4-4. These routes are designed to allow truck traffic to pass through the City with
minimal impact on residential neighborhoods as well as local vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

GUIDING POLICY
C-G-12 Improve commercial goods movement.
IMPLEMENTING POLICIES

C-1-28 Designate specific truck routes to provide for movement of goods throughout
the City, ensure that adequate pavement depth, lane widths, and turn radii are
maintained on the designated truck routes, and prohibit commercial trucks
from non-truck routes except for deliveries.

These routes should avoid residential neighborboods.

C-1-29 Maintain design standards for industrial streets that incorporate heavier loads
associated with truck operations and larger turning radii to facilitate truck
movements.

C-1-30 Continue to ensure adequate truck access to off-street loading areas in

commercial areas.

C-1-31 Encourage regional freight movement on freeways and other appropriate
routes; evaluate and implement vehicle weight limits as appropriate on arterial,
collector, and local roadways to mitigate truck traffic impacts in the
community.

C-1-32 Designate truck and tractor vehicle overnight parking at key freeway-oriented
locations to avoid truck parking in residential neighborhoods.

84



NORTH GRAND AVE
REID -AVE-

)
&}\

% 5 >
o 5 I
2 5 z
WESTFIELD AVE 2
g PVENUE 160 \\ = Lake
bsa, ] 1 Success
< |
Lirep . B t
N &5 | (7oA
" % MORTON- - AVE ;‘
e % 5
4 ES ik AN
E: 22| ke R
ERIES S @ \}Ef\__ | —
S, Q  OowE A e
]
ROBY. | AVE N\ ROBY — AVE X
i ORANG AVE '\/
~ e
DATE AVE /// \ DATE— AVES
SPRINGVILLE DR . SPRINGVILLE AV AVENUE 146
o= — N
A
\: P
NI
Q w
3 — _/; WORTH AV AVENUE 140
2 65) T "
+ GIBBONS —AVE Vs
N } /
_ %
: SCRANTON AVE T B -
S il S ¢’/
8 4 I 2 ~
3 2 2 T -
M A3 o ks ‘/
N -
= @% é -~
= X
<4 TEAPOT.DOME . AVE AVENUE— 128 A TEAPOT DOME - AVE -
S -~
L--—--—--—--—--—l > -
L
—- Y AVENUE 124
0 12 1 2 4‘
I

MILES

<€ Truck Routes

—--— Planning Area

Source: City of Porterville

Figure 4-4
Existing Truck Routes



Porterville General Plan

4.9 AVIATION

The Porterville Municipal Airport provides aviation and transportation services for State and
federal fire suppression activities, passengers, and commercial goods. The Airport is located
southwest of the intersection of state routes 65 and 190, with access provided via Newcomb
Street. The majority of the airport land, approximately 770 acres, is owned by the City of
Porterville. Portions of the runway protection zone for Runway 30 extend outside of Airport
property across Teapot Dome Avenue to the south and Newcomb Street to the east. The City
does not have avigation easements over these areas.

In 2003, there were 73 aircraft based at the airport — 54 single-engine, 13 multi-engine, and
six helicopters. Of the approximate 51,200 total aircraft operations (140 flights per day), 44
percent were local operations, 52 percent were itinerant, three percent were air taxi services,
and one percent were military flights.

The Porterville Municipal Airport Rules and Regulations are contained in Chapter 4 of the
City Code. The 1990 Airport Master Plan Report is intended to guide the long-term
development of the airport, including the compatibility of adjacent land uses. The Airport
Master Plan and the General Plan must be consistent with the Tulare County Comprehensive
Airport Land Use Plan (CALUP). The principle concerns of airport land use planning fall into
four categories:

e Height restrictions: to enhance aircraft F
safety by protecting the navigable airspace
around airports;

e Safety of persons on the ground: to reduce
risks to the population from aircraft
operations and accidents;

e Noise compatibility: to minimize the
effects of aircraft noise on communities
adjacent to airports; and

e Ouverflight: to balance land development g;é; UNG o0 o
within traffic patterns of public use  porserville Municipal Airport
alrports.

Currently, the airport is primarily used for general aviation operations, including local and
itinerant services. Other Airport activities include air taxi service and government operations.

AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN

The 2006 Airport Layout Plan (ALP) updated the airport’s physical development plan in
accordance with Federal Aviation Administration Advisory Circular 150/5300-13, Airport
Design. The Plan is intended to provide for approximately 93,900 total aircraft operations or
257 flights per day by 2025.
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GUIDING POLICY

C-G-13 Promote the Porterville Airport to meet increasing business and industrial
goods movement demand.

IMPLEMENTING POLICIES

C-1-33 Work with Caltrans on providing interchange improvements and access to the
Airport from the State highway system, at a location that will minimize
environmental impacts, consistent with State design criteria.

C-1-34 Coordinate Airport access improvement with planned commercial and
industrial development on Airport lands and in the Airport environs to
minimize traffic conflicts and ensure efficient use of these facilities.

C-1-35 Ensure that the land uses in the Airport environs are consistent with the Tulare
County Comprebensive Airport Land Use Plan in order to protect the safety of
persons and property.

e Ensure no new schools and other noise sensitive uses are built within 4,000
feet of the Airport Clear Zone.

e Ensure that any non-residential uses are not subject to aircraft hazards
based on specific criteria developed to evaluate safety risks.

e Limit residential parcels within the Airport Outer Approach/Departure
Zone to at least five acres in size.

4.10 RAIL

Porterville was historically connected to Fresno and Bakersfield via two railway lines which
primarily transported lumber and agricultural produce and goods. The Southern Pacific right-
of-way was abandoned and the City is in the process of converting it to a trail. The San
Joaquin Valley Railroad Company (SJVR), a subsidiary of RailAmerica, now owns the service
rights to the Union Pacific right-of-way. However, since trucking became more economical,
usage diminished and the railroad discontinued operations to Porterville. If service were to be
restored, SJVR would operate one train to and from Porterville twice per week.

It is the City’s goal to maintain the remaining railroad right-of-way. Future industrial
development may allow freight operations to resume. In addition, the right-of-way may allow
opportunities to transition the rail to passenger-carrying operations as a part of a regional
light rail system.

GUIDING POLICY

C-G-14 Protect the City’s rail corridor as an economic asset.

Implementing policies in the Land Use Element and Economic Development
Element support this goal.
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