Youth Commlssmn to help
Citrus High in monitoring effort

| Youth come
together to fight
gang involvement

ByANersermouse-l-trrE A
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In the belief that there -

is more than one way to
accomplish anything, the

_ Porterville Youth- Com- ;

mission has offered its
assistance to Citrus High
School students in a fun-
filled mentoring effort.
On Saturday, March
6, PYC and. Citriis will
work together with sixth

to eighth grade students’

in an event called “Rock
of Ages” -

Citrus = High Schooi_
Kathleen .

: Prmmpal
Pearson said part of the
$10,000 Step-Up Grant
monies received from
Tulare. County through
the Porterville Education
Foundation &re being
.used to help make the
eventareahty

“This is a big part of

the grant,” Pearson said.
“Kids here don't have
anything to do on Sat-
‘urdays, so the plan is
. we'll do something city-
wide for the kids every

month, We want kids to

know there-are alterna~
tives,” there are some
cool thmgs you can do

beside getting involved

in gangs. This [event] is
pure recreation.”. .

Eighth graders ‘will be
‘in attendance, so high

school students .can set
up booths -and show: off
their programs “because

“those kids will be in high
school next_ year,” she

said. _
The event is organized

by sponsors, including

Porterville Education

- Foundation, Porterville

Unified School District,
Citrus High School, Boys

and Girls Club of Pof )
tervﬂle and Porterville *
Parks and Le1$ure Ser- |

vices.

Citrus students will be.-

paid a small hourly wage

. from the Step-Up Grant.
- Those students will help
- oversee and run the event

with help from PYC.

- The event will include

a dance ‘competition, -

pmg pong tournament,

an obstacle course; an art-

_contest_and a doughnut:_' '
eating contest amOng'._r B
-other events, .~
Mat Keele; dtrector of o

the local Boys:atid Girls-

“Club  concurred - with -+
‘Pearson’s . view, mdlcat-f- :
ing there will be some- . |
:thmg for - gveryene to.
-enjoy. N P
" “There- wﬂl be ‘a Wu_» :
tournament r with’ prizes' 1
- that's playing the gui- )
tar, ‘the drums and mi-- |

crophone actually. sing .-

and assist with QJfferent

games. On our end, we

:while' they. play; it’s the |
- whole band,” Keele said:- |
-“Therewﬂlbe prizes, and
~ we will helpcoordinate -

want to get our program:

out to the middle school
kids. There is a lot here

_ that is for the kids who

can't afford $40 to $50

to.spend on fun. This is
something for them to

do that’s free. And we're.

striving for it to be an
ongoing thing,”

Keele said 20 percent
of the Boys and Girls

Club membership is,
scholarship. The fee .is .

$10 a year, but not every-
one can afford that. “Not
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having the annual fee is
not a barrier, we still serve
you,” he said. -
-The sponsors and the
PYC merge: their efforts
in this event to ensure all
youth in sixth ‘to eighth
grade have an opportunity
to have 4 fun day at no

~cost.

- “We are all in this to-
gether,”  Pearson.’ said..

. “There truly are alterna—r
- tives to gang activity, and

this event, Rock of Ages,

_is just one way to show
- young people what those

alternatives can be. At the
same time, it gives our
kids [Citrus High] the op-
portunity -to mentor. Ev-
erybody wins.”




